
  

Formative feedback 

Overall Comments 
Thanks Lucy for submitting your final assignment and well done on completing 
Expressing your Vision. You have made good progress through the course and have 
been a diligent student. Through this course you have been open to the learning 
you have undertaken and developed your thinking in a positive manner. 
Thank you also for including a link to your photo-book in which you have included 
all your assignments, it is well presented and clearly laid out - will this be your 
presentation for assignment? Just be sure to proof carefully before printing, I 
spotted a typo on p.39 (roll instead of role.) 
Please reflect on my feedback in this report and the previous ones, ensuring that 
you have labelled clearly any re-worked sections and spend some time making 
sure you are happy with everything before submitting for assessment. I wish you 
every success for the assessment and for your future studies. 

Feedback on assignment and supporting work 
You have clearly thought hard about ways to approach this unit and your planning 
shows your development through this. 
In your assignment notes you have written about the series revealing your journey 
and you have captured some moments along the way  
I recorded the train journey home, back to my sisters house were I was staying for the 
weekend.  
But given the train journey and your statement above I wonder why there are no 
images from on the train, whether looking out the window or of the other 
passengers? If the final destination your sisters house could you have captured 
more of that side of the journey, as the set seems predominately about Liverpool? 
Was there a reason for your focus on the first part of the journey? Do you feel your 
images reflect your original intention? 

Also you mention the differences between the 2 stations:  
Additionally, it was interesting to record the difference in the railway stations. 
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Yet there is only one shot of the final station, it would have been interesting to see 
corresponding shots to capture that difference in atmosphere and detail. There 
seems to be a huge jump from the train arriving at the Liverpool platform to your 
next shot outside the Wirral station.  

Perhaps given the focus on the Liverpool side of the journey, the on-coming train 
could be the end of the set, leaving the destination more open for the viewer and 
instead of the Wirral station, include another shot in Liverpool and adjust your 
notes about the journey you are taking? Or maybe consider adjusting your final 
selection in another way. 

Image 1 captures the architectural detail of the gallery and the grittiness of the 
stone, the tonal range is descriptive of the building and its details. 

In Image 2 you acknowledge setting the scene for the viewer, including the Liver 
buildings, however if you title your images, you have already given them the 
location. The image itself is gives a sense of the heavy overcast day, and the figure 
help direct our eye into the image. 

Image 7 the corridor really captures the sense of train travel and the long sterile 
corridors between trains. I am interested by the fact that this is the only portrait 
format image in the set and how you think that effects the balance of the whole set 
when printed? 

As this series is about journey, it would have been interesting to see more 
transition shots, doorways or exits to give a sense of movement between spaces. 
The bustle and blurred movement you have captured in the station (Image 5) gives 
a real sense of place and the pace of people moving through. Perhaps you could 
have explored shutter speed in more depth, testing it with people and traffic to 
create movement throughout the series. 

The next shot of the board (Image 6) gives us a sense of time passing from the time 
on the clock in the previous image, and makes me wonder about the use of clock 
faces to denote time passing and whether that could have been a useful prop to 
explore in your images. Equally given the portrait framing of the corridor could this 
board shot have been taken as a vertical frame to capture the heads of the other 
travellers looking up at the board, and balance the set? 

Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  

Your learning log is clearly laid out and easy to navigate, your reflections are 
developing and you are thinking about the reading you are doing. 

Exercise 5.1 - you have looked carefully and in detail at your images, finding hidden 
things you didn’t intentionally capture. What do you feel you have learned from 
this exercise? Have you tried this with images you intended to use, rather than ones 
you had almost discarded? 



The section on your blog on homage photography is thoughtful and you have 
pushed yourself out of your comfort zone to achieve this by attaining the high 
angles necessary to achieve the shot. You have reflected in detail about the process 
and your feelings. 

The distance between us: - In the section of your blog, you have included links to 
reading you have been doing - it would be useful to comment on these and 
include your thoughts about the reading you are doing specifically. Or when 
reading print off the document, annotate it as you read and then scan it back in as 
a way of showing your thought process and reading. 

Suggested reading/viewing  

You might consider the work of Dominic Pote as a way of capturing the physical 
movement of travel, he explores shutter speed and light in a way that literally 
captures the passage of time but also a sense of the temporal in an interesting way. 
http://www.dominicpote.co.uk 

You could reflect on Lee Friedlander’s series America by Car as a way of exploring 
travel and journey while including the mode of travel as a framing device. 
https://fraenkelgallery.com/portfolios/america-by-car 

Pointers for the next assignment 
The next step is submission for assessment, which I know you have already applied 
for.  

Take your time to prepare, organise and finalise all your work. Go back and reflect 
on all the feedback and think about any final re-working you need to do. 

Think about the fact that the examiner will need everything clearly labelled and 
laid out logically to make it easy to find everything in the assessment time. 

Remember to include all your assignments (whether digital or printed), learning 
log and tutor reports. 

Good luck, and do let me know how you get on. 

Tutor name Rachel Smith

Date  20.12.15
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